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PRE SEASON GATHERING 

Date and location still to be confirmed – we will 

advise by E-Chat 

 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Not long to go now! With summer now far behind us 
the focus is well in truly on winter and snow. With 
temperatures dropping, some snow already on the 
ground and a distinct chill in the air it’s looking like it 
could be a fantastic winter season ahead. 
 
Thanks to those who attended the AGM back in 
March. At the meeting we reviewed the Annual Report 
and reports from Portfolio holders, looked at the 
finances, elected the new committee and discussed 
the declining membership of the club going forward. 
 
A big thank you to Denise Tinga who did not stand for
re-election, though will continue to assist with
membership matters, and a welcome to new
Commttee members Anthony Bown and Mat Darling
and also the “promotion” of Gini McIntosh, now also
an elected member in additon to her minutes
secretary role!   The next general meeting of the club
will be the mid-season meeting in August – date TBC.
 
 
 

 
The finishing touches are being put on a few areas of 
the operation in readiness for opening. The last major 
project, installation of the new Top Box, was 
completed a few days ago and looks splendid in place 
of what was a tatty old tin shed. 
 

 
 
 Workparties have achieved a good amount of work 
again this year and it’s great to see the progress that 
was made painting Forest Lodge, hopefully the rest of 
the Lodge can be completed next summer. 
 

 
 
More photos on pp. 3-5 
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The Committee is trying a new approach at its 
monthly meetings in an effort to look at the big picture 
and the future rather than spending the meeting on 
the nuts and bolts stuff as this can be done in the sub-
committees and outside of meetings. Areas of 
importance have been looked at and include 
Innovation in the operation, membership growth and 
key infrastructure projects for next summer. The three 
key projects that were identified are: 
 

 Completion of the bulk diesel storage tanks  

 Upgrade of the Main T Bar electrical 

equipment and Cuckoo shed 

 Upgrade of Snowline electrical distribution 

board. 

 
We are already underway discussing the Diesel tank 
work that needs to occur at the workshop / base area 
site. This is another big project and requires a lot of 
pre-planning so we can hit the ground running after 
we close off the season at the end of September. All 
these projects require big funds so we will be actively 
looking for outside funding sources over the next few 
months. 
 
Some new initiatives have been developed around 
season passes and pricing to attract new blood to 
Cheeseman. In no way is this looking to dis-
incentivise members but hopefully to bring in new 
people initially on a season pass and then convert 
them to membership once they see the value of 
membership. With a declining membership it is 
important we do everything possible to encourage 
new people to our ski area. Some people are looking 
for an easy no commitment way of skiing so we need 
to have options to allow people to do this. 
 
Our 2017 staff crew are almost complete and we are 
currently finalising the Cook and Lodge Guest 
Manager positions. As I mentioned in the last chat we 
have many familiar faces returning from 2016 which 
will sure make for a good crew. The staff will arrive on 
the hill on Sunday 2 July and commence training on 
Monday 3 July and be ready to open on Saturday 8 
July (may be Friday 7 if all the stars are aligned!) I’ll 
have a full list of staff and their positions for you in the 
next Chat. Again a reminder that we have two less 
staff this year (one in Ticket Office & one in Café) so 
your help especially on the Café roster will be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Thanks to everyone who has helped out over the 
summer / autumn period to get the hill ready. Don’t 
forget to get you ski / board equipment serviced and 
also you vehicle and chains checked over. 
 
Hopefully we’ll have another Chat out just on or after 
opening. Until then take care and stay warm. 
  
Cheers 
 Cam 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 
Thanks to all club members who have paid 
subscriptions and joined work parties over the last few 
months. Early payment of subscriptions provides 
much-needed funds for pre-season maintenance and 
purchases to prepare the mountain for opening.  
 
Remember to send updated photos for Member 
passes, especially young'uns who have changed 
since last season. We will use the photo we have on 
file if we don't receive a new one by the end of May, 
but we realise some members may prefer this! 
 
This year we are on a mission to increase our 
membership by 100 members. The last few years we 
have seen our membership gradually decline. Your 
management committee is working hard to make this 
happen, but we need all members to rise to the 
challenge. Our members are our greatest asset, and 
our best recommendation. Speak to your friends, 
family, workmates, neighbours. Tell them the story 
about our wonderful skifield. Whatever you love about 
Cheeseman, tell that story! Is it the ski weeks with on-
mountain accommodation, meals cooked for you, ski 
from the door, quiz nights, concerts, pots-and-pans 
morning wake-up, meeting up with long-standing ski 
week mates? Is it skiing with the whole family? Is it 
knowing your kids are part of a good old kiwi club? Is 
it the camaraderie of skiing with our Cheeseman 
family? Is it winning a trophy at club champs? Is it the 
club spirit? Is it the beautiful scenery of the 
Craigieburns? Is it the rustic accommodation lodges? 
Is it waking up on the mountain with views of another 
stunning sunrise? 
 
Whatever it is that you love, tell the story. Help us 
recruit new members. We have a special deal for 
"Newbie" members, who are joining the club for the 
first time. Work days will be waived for the first year of 
joining as a special introduction, and we have special 
prices - $699 for families, $299 for adults, $249 for 
students or seniors, $129 for youth, and children ski 
for free with their family. Skiing is good value at 
Cheeseman anyway; but as a member, it's the best 
value around. At this Newbie special price, the 
Member pass pays for itself with just four days skiing, 
and then the rest of the season's skiing is for free! 
Plus there are fabulous special prices for our 
members - reduced price ski weeks, accommodation 
at Snowline and Forest Lodges, ski and snowboard 
lessons, and ski tuning. Help us to spread the word. 
Help us recruit new members. 
 
If you would like more information, or any assistance 
to help you spread the word about our wonderful club, 
contact Gini McIntosh or Denise Tinga on 
members@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

 
 

Cheeseman Chat is edited and produced by Dave Hinman            

Ph. 0274 314 778  E. dave.hinman@ccc.govt.nz or  
chat@mtcheeseman.co.nz for the Management Committee of the 
Mt Cheeseman Ski Club Inc. 

mailto:members@mtcheeseman.co.nz
mailto:dave.hinman@ccc.govt.nz
mailto:chat@mtcheeseman.co.nz
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SKI SALE 
 
The weekend May 13/14 was busy for a few keen 
clubbies who manned the Cheeseman stand at the 
annual University Ski Sale. As well as attracting plenty 
of interest and answering questions the team sold 
$11680 worth of half price lift passes. It was great that 
there was so much interest in our "boutique" ski area. 
 

 
Quieter Saturday 

 
With the attraction of the posters, videos and photos 
we talked to many about the charm of Cheeseman. 
The "Newbies" deal was a great sell and hopefully a 
few went home to push the buy now button on their 
computer and become members. As well as 
promoting ourselves it was important to sit alongside 
our fellow Craigieburn Ski Areas. There is certainly an 
attraction for many to taste a number of the club Ski 
Areas with these deals. Thanks again to all the 
helpers especially when we were swamped with a line 
to purchase tickets 
 

 
 

Busy Sunday  
 

Ros Service 
 
HELP – WE NEED SAUCEPANS! 
 
Needed (with lids and in serviceable condition) for 
Forest Lodge as we have very few that can be used 
during winter when we are operating as a 
backpackers Lodge. Remember that the saucepans 
will be used on the gas hobs so they need to be large 
enough to fit without melting the handle! If anyone can 
help can they please contact Sue, 03 942 5659 or 
s.alexander@clear.net.nz 

PAINTING FOREST LODGE 
18/19 MARCH 2017 

Following on from the last Chat, we can report the 
painting did get finished but not quite in the time frame 
expected. Our second weekend dawned a bit damp 
on the Saturday so it really impeded progress sanding 
and priming until late in the day. We were also short 
on primer by Sunday morning so Sue Alexander was 
coerced into an “emergency” trip to Mitre10 and 
Sheffield where Cath Dimmock collected it (supported 
by daughters Ella and Anna).  

Anthony Bown completed removing the old fan and 
blanking the hole (prevent excess heat loss from the 
lounge). 

 

While that was going on, Stefan Rosborough was 
serving the LPG stoves and sealing up the odd leak 
from old valves. Really great to have professionals on 
the job. 

 

mailto:s.alexander@clear.net.nz
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The second coat went on the north of the lounge wall 
while the sanders ran amok on the other north facing 
walls. The old paint was non-existent in places. The 
volume of sanding dust was making it hard to stand 
on the roof!  The wood was bone dry and years 
overdue for paint.  

 

 

 

 

By the end of Sunday, all the north walls were 
sanded, primed and filled. Many thanks to Mike 
Crawford, Mat Darling, Anna Boggis for their hard 
work. Rich, Ocean and Beck Faloon-Cavender were 
very versatile doing firewood one day and painting 
prep the next. All the kids found out the next time the 
walls get painted it will be their job so they had to do a 
good job! 

Adrian Grierson and Morris Lewis stayed on to 
Monday and got one layer of top coat over all the 
areas. So at least the walls would be weather tight at 
that stage. 

Meanwhile, there was firewood activity around the 
other side of the hut with Alan Hinman, Ross & Ella 
Ward, Annie & Jason Sail and Rick Ball.   

  
 

 

Twentyone people overall was a great weekend’s 
worth of valuable activity. Special thanks to Smiths 
Builders for their scaffolding (Anthony having to make 
a special trip to collect it all) and Morris for his 
professional support on ensuring a quality painting 
finish. 

But it didn’t end there. Hut bookings (great to have) 
prevented weekend work for quite a few of the last 
warm autumn days. Adrian, Rick and Morris came 
back for two more days and by early May managed to 
get the second coat of top coat on across all the areas 
we had started in early March. Progress was not 
surprisingly very slow waiting for the damp walls to 
dry and the air temperature to rise above 10°C.  

Thanks everyone, Dean 
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WORK PARTY REPORT 8/9 APRIL 2017 

Another big weekend with a big crew, a total of 59 
people so I won’t name you all this time.  

The road had its annual “tickle up” with Gini & Daniel 
running the crew cleaning culverts and checking the 
recently graded water tables. 

 

 Another group did a great job attacking the biggest 
potholes and fixing up a few road irregularities. 
Somewhere in the weekend, this group also managed 
to complete the ground tidy work beside Forest Lodge 
Generator shed and fill up ground to make flat area 
for Tanker trailer to park – trailer loads of Gravel from 
Quarry corner. 

Sue Alexander’s crew gave Snowline its annual 
“spring clean”. Not too many mice this year was a 
relief.  

The plan was to find the fluoro painted rocks around 
the ski areas and break them down but wouldn’t you 
know it – it snowed and covered most of them. Not 
that I am complaining about snowfall mind you :-)  

We had a good go at the Tee bar track between 
towers 4 and 5 removing the old tyres and 
repositioning rocks. Next summer, we need everyone 
out on the hill on a fine dry day and deal to these 
rocks. It was surprising just how many stick up where 
they would poke through thin snow cover. 

 

 

  Aaron Gunn, our resident expert forestry engineer  
removing  wilding pines/broom from below middle hut 

Whilst outside, the area around the back of Snowline 
was weeded and the bank behind the water tanks was 
repaired with a new rock wall being formed. 

The teenagers discovered the scrap steel pile at the 
end of the carpark during potholing and found some 
long pipes suitable for sliding on. Paul Lamont turned 
them into this winters play things with a welder. So 
there was an unexpected flurry of digging and 
rearranging done up the hill by the young gang with 
Rich Faloon-Cavender playing conductor. Well done 
all of them, great to see such enthusiasm.  

The mechanical team squirrelled way in the Engine 
Shed on groomers’ repairs and maintenance. The 
weather was beautiful and we were visited by the 
Model A Club on Sunday. Some stirring sights and 
sounds as 25 odd vintage and veteran cars 
assembled in the Learners Slope carpark. 

A great weekend with good conversations and 
satisfying progress. Cheers to you all 

Dean 
 

 
 

 
The next generations  - Darcy with cousin  Ethan providing the knee 
with other kids enjoying a game in the corner 
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(DR) TIM HANBURY- WEBBER 
9 July 1950  -  11 December 2016 

 
 

 
Charmaine and Tim enjoying one of their many ski hoidays at 
Cheeseman  

 

This tribute has been collated by Dave Hinman 
assisted by recollections from Graham Stephenson, 
Warwick Aiken, Judith Hughey and Natalie Ede. 
 
Tim was truly an 'English Gentleman' although we 
shouldn't forget that he had been resident in New 
Zealand for very many years. Dr Tim Hanbury-
Webber trained in London. Charmaine tells a 
marvellous story about how she and Tim met at a 
specialist's office where she was working in England 
and his first phone call to ask her out. It seems she 
gave the rather shy fellow a bit of a hard time but as 
we know, all ended well.  They moved to New 
Zealand in 1980, via Nepal where he worked as an 
anaesthetist for the princely sum of GB £50 a month, 
working 11 days a fortnight, regularly clocking up 16-
hour days. 
 
When he arrived in Twizel in the central South Island, 
despite the fact it was a relatively remote and rural 
practice, Charmaine recalls that the work seemed a 
breeze in comparison. 
 
He later finished his GP training in England but, with 
two sons already, the couple decided New Zealand 
was where they wanted to raise a family, and they 
arrived in Kaikoura in 1986. From there began a 
career of almost 30 years caring for his community. 
 
Judith, who lived in Kaikoura for many years recalls: 
“What struck me most about the family was the effort 
they put into the Kaikoura community. Every Seafest 
they were there selling something to fundraise, 
usually for the school  and then there was a huge 
contribution as the town battled to raise millions for 
the new hospital. Tim was keen on keeping fit and he 
was often seen slogging the streets in Kaikoura. 
Whenever bumping into Tim on the street there was 
always that wonderful big smile and the booming 
voice. He was so welcoming.” 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The family began coming to Cheesman in the early 
1990s and Natalie recalls: “Tim first came to 
Cheeseman with his sons William and Tristan on the 
Family 2 ski weeks when I was Hut Mother.  
Charmaine attended the Kindy Weeks with Oliver and 
Toby a few weeks later. 
 
As soon as all the boys were at school they all came 
together, rarely missing a year on the Family 2 weeks  
They always arrived in the pitch dark long after 
everyone else”  Judith:  “Tim appeared to have 
enormous energy. Often they arrived late at night at 
Cheeseman having driven from Kaikoura after a day 
in the practise but Tim would be ready to hit the 
slopes next morning none the worse for wear. Tim 
was never going to take things quietly once he 
snapped into his bindings. Skiing gently down a slope 
and stopping for long chats was not his modus 
operandi.  He spent his hours tackling anything and 
everything with gusto. And he loved to do just that on 
the tennis court too.” 
 
Though as Natalie recalls “Tim did have one slightly 
annoying habit during ski lessons -  he would ask the 
instructor  very complicated, technical questions when 
the next exercise had just been explained and we 
were about to take off.  It was usually freezing cold 
and everyone just wanted to get on with the skiing but 
no... we had to wait around while the instructor came 
to grips with what Tim was asking and then went on to 
answer him!” 
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Any one who was ever on a ski week with the 
Hanbury-Webbers will always remember skit nights 
and that great music hall comedy item involving the 
whole family and  commencing with the magic words 
"If I were not upon  the stage a policeman I would 
be...",  ably led by Tim and with everyone in fits of 
laughter. When the boys weren't around Tim and 
Charmaine coached others to take their place.  
Always the highlight of the night.  Happiest memory of 
Tim is when he would get out his guitar at the end of 
the day and lead us all in singing sessions. He was a 
keen and talented guitarist, and would even 
occasionally bring the appropriate tools up the hill to 
attempt to tune our rather tired and badly out of tune 
old piano.  
 

 
  
Tim was always ready to help out with anyone's 
medical problems on the ski week, he was very 
generous with his time.  He loved a chat and he could 
talk to anyone, he was good at making newcomers 
welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a wonderful, close family, the boys are a credit 
to Tim and Charmaine and how lucky we were to 
have them join us year after year. Tim brought 
something quite special to the ski weeks. 
 
Tragically in 2014 Tim became unwell after being 
diagnosed with a brain tumour and had to resign  
from his Kaikoura general practice soon after. 
Charmaine has said he would never willingly have 
left, and if  he had been able, he would have worked 
through the turmoil of the November earthquakes. 
 
Warwick:  “Tim was a  generous, warm and vibrant 
man who I enjoyed many ski weeks with and  
Kaikoura cups of tea when travelling  to and from 
Malborough/Nelson.  I spoke to Charmaine  after the 
earthquake and she said that Tim was in hospital and 
was probably  the only person in Kaikoura who slept 
through the quake! 
 

 Tim’s service on Monday 19 December  was held in 
the Kaikoura Memorial Hall which was packed out 
with local people plus those  from elsewhere who had  
managed, often with some difficulty, to get to quake  
stricken Kaikoura.  A few from Cheesman managed to  
drive there via the inland road  (on the first day it had  
opened without escort) with others coming from  north 
(Graham, Judith, Natalie and Sue Barker) having to 
charter a small aircraft.  What a wonderful service with 
great tributes and memories from his colleagues, 
others of the local community,  friends, and of course 
his family. 
 
Last word from Graham Stephenson:     I have known 
Tim and Charmaine for about 25 years, a  friendship 
which came about because of the Cheeseman 
connection.  Cheeseman ski weeks will never be quite 
the same without Tim but we are still hoping to see  
Charmaine and the boys and their families on the 
mountain over the  coming season(s)   
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INSTALLING ‘TOP BOX”   24-25 MAY 
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CALLING FOR WEEKEND HELPERS IN THE DAY LODGE CAFE PLEASE 

This involves working in the kitchen from 11am to approx. 2.30 pm and will be recognised by receiving a half day work 
party voucher.  If working both days of the weekend you will get free Dinner Bed and Breakfast on that weekend. 

Below is a copy of this year’s roster so please contact Jo Donaldson with your available dates. 

   Home:      3603175   Cell:     0211585696 

   Email:  jo_ian_d@hotmail.com    

Don't be shy. I would rather you ring me as it will save me chasing you! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

                                 
 

Cockayne Cafe Roster 2017 Jo Donaldson  3603175    

jo_ian_d@hotmail.com
Updated: 2-May-17

Month Date Ski Week Special Event Volunteers Name Phone

July Saturday 8 Opening Day Jo Donaldson Jo 3603175

Sunday 9 Holiday 1 Ian Donaldson Ian

Saturday 15

Sunday 16 Holiday 2

Saturday 22

Sunday 23 Powder Hounds

Saturday 29

Sunday 30 Fine Wine Week

August Saturday 5

Sunday 6 Fresh Lines

Saturday 12

Sunday 13 Wellington Week

Saturday 19

Sunday 20 Cheeseman P & I  School Race Champs                      BBQ

Saturday 26 Club Champs

Sunday 27 Swiss Fun Club Champs       (P&I Champs alternative)

Sept Saturday 2                                  (Club Champs alternative)

Sunday 3                                  (Club Champs alternative)

Saturday 9 Undie  500                                                      BBQ

Sunday 10                                        (Undie 500 alternative)

Saturday 16 Pirate Day

Sunday 17                                       (Pirate Day alternative)

Saturday 23

Sunday 24

Saturday 30

October Sunday 1 Prop. Closing Day

mailto:jo_ian_d@hotmail.com
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CLUB CONTACTS 
2017-18    

    
 

 
Patron 
Rob Gibson 
Ph   384 2536 

 
 
 
Management 
Committee 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Office and 
 Website 
 

                 
    
 
Mt Cheeseman Ski Club 

P O Box 22178  
Christchurch 8140 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:   
 

President  
Cameron Lill  
Ph. 021 104 0599  
cam@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Vice President 
William Fulton 
Ph. 0272 692 759  
william@frta.co.nz 

Vice President 
Dean Johnston 
Ph. (H) 942 5659 

dean.johnston@pioneerenergy.co.nz 
 

 Treasurer 
David Gibbons  
Ph. 021 676 347 

treasurer@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Committee 
Sue Alexander 
Ph.: (H) 942 5659 
 s.alexander@clear.net.nz 

 
Anthony Bown 
Ph: 027 452 2047 
 anthonybown@gmail.com 

Mat Darling
Ph. 021 204 3798
mat.darling@gmail.com

Ana Haase 
Ph. (H) 03 981 3067 
marketing@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Alan Hinman  
Ph. 022 604 0894 

alan@awesome.kiwi 

Gini McIntosh 
Ph. (H) 942 9942 
 gini.mcintosh@canterbury.ac.nz 

Immediate Past President 
Paul Rogers 
Ph. 0274 400 867 
 paul.rogers@spireconsulting.co.nz 
 

Office Administrator  
Charlotte Bryden 
Ph. (03) 344 3247 
office@mtcheeseman.co.nz 
 

 
 Mt Cheeseman Ski Club Inc        P O Box 22178  Christchurch 8140 

 
Mountain Phone (03) 318 8794       Office Phone  (03) 344 3247 

Office Fax      (03) 344 3300  
     E-mail:      office@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Mountain E-Mail: ski@mtcheeseman.co.nz            
            Website:  http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/MtCheesemanSkiArea  
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