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  Fine Wine Week (30 July – 5 August) 

Come up and enjoy the conviviality of skiing, 
relaxing, great food and enjoyable evenings 
including some wine tasting, under the 
guidance of member Rick Ball for all or part of 
this acclaimed adults only week at 
Cheeseman. 

         Plenty of beds still available.         
Time now to confirm (and pay!) 

 
 

 

Club Champs Cups 

Time is approaching when the club championship 
cups and trophies need to be returned to the 
mountain for the club races on August 26-27. 

Please return to the mountain and hand in to Jo-Jo 
(Snowline office) or ticket office staff at the day 
lodge. 

Or...if not going up beforehand, please contact 
Alan, 022 604 0894 to arrange a town return. 

Also Please make sure that: 

1. The cups are engraved and 

2. They are CLEANED...please! Courtesy for the 
next owner. 

 
 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Winter has finally arrived in the Craigieburn Range! 

As I write this the snow is still falling and Christchurch 

is getting hit by a lot of rain which is causing major 

flooding in low lying areas – we hope all our members 

are safe and warm. 

Opening day – chains from the highway gate 
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After one week’s delay the mountain got open for 

business on Saturday 15 July, (not with-out the odd 

hiccup – see Brad’s report) so finally all the hard 

yards put in over the summer and in the lead up to the 

season could finally be enjoyed! Holiday 2 Week got 

underway on Sunday 16 and a lodge full of guests 

enjoyed just about the full week of skiing with a top-up 

of new snow falling on Friday at the end of the week. 

A big welcome to all new members that have joined 

the club in recent months. It’s encouraging to see 

numbers increasing this season and it’s fair to say 

there’s been a bit of a push with membership and 

pass deals this year. We hope that some who have 

taken up the season pass deal might consider 

becoming a member too after they experience what 

great value Cheeseman offers! 

Big thanks to our staff team under the leadership of 

new Manager Brad Carpenter - we hope you will get 

to know Brad & the team over the remainder of the 

season. The many familiar returning faces along with 

a few new ones have put in some big hours to have 

the hill operational and will continue to do so over the 

next few weeks. Many thanks to the members who 

helped out with staff training and also other pre-

season preparations alongside the staff.  

Owen Wilson is now enjoying retirement (from the 

Manager’s role he shared with me for the past few 

seasons) and is looking forward to getting in some 

leisure skiing this season. As for myself - I have taken 

on the relief Manager’s role and will be on the hill 

covering Brad’s days off on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays and outside of this will be looking at 

some bigger picture projects for next summer which 

include further fuel tank upgrades, replacement of T 

Bar 1 Haul rope etc. 

We are already a good way through July which only 

leaves August for the balance of ski weeks. As 

indicated in previous editions of Chat there will be no 

Ski Weeks running in September unless a minimum of 

20 Guests is booking in. Accommodation will be 

available at Snowline only on Friday & Saturday 

nights. Forest Lodge will revert to its summer mode at 

the beginning of September and will only be available 

for “whole of lodge” bookings. So time to get cracking 

and book your ski week now – you can book and pay 

online via the Cheeseman website. 

Events will get cranked up next month with all schools 

race practice day first off the bat followed by Primary 

& Intermediate school champs. Club Champs is 

scheduled for 26 & 27 August so mark those dates in 

your diary now and book in for Saturday night.  

The Mid-season meeting is booked for Monday 21 

August, 7:30pm at the Cashmere Club. Please come 

along for an update of the season. The message this 

year is use it or lose it as a lot of effort goes into 

organising the meetings and key personnel give up 

their valuable time to attend so it’s very disappointing 

when we have poor turn-outs. 

The in-season weekly E-News has been fired into life 

again and will be going out every Thursday morning to 

let you know what’s been happening and what’s 

coming up. If you aren’t currently receiving E-News 

and would like to please flick me a message and you 

will be added to the distribution list.  

The new Top Box has proved a great success and Ski 

Patrol are pretty stoked with it. They can even brew 

up a coffee up there now – talk about luxury! They’ve 

had a few visitors calling by to inspect the new 

installation which keeps them warm and dry on those 

less than average days at the top! I am pretty keen to 

get the new Main T-Bar drive shed installed this 

coming summer. The building is completed and ready 

to go in Christchurch and we are pushing hard to raise 

funds to upgrade all the electrical control gear for the 

T Bar which will also be housed in this building. My 

proposal for the Cuckoo Shed (unless anyone has 

any better ideas) is that it gets restored / tidied up and 

is placed at the unload area at the top of the Main T 

Bar – this will give another option of shelter for patrol 

and field staff who can sometimes be based at the top 

of Main T Bar on busy days.  

That’s it for now. Enjoy this edition of Chat and we will 

see you on the hill soon – until then take care and 

stay warm. 

Cheers Cam 

 FROM THE MOUNTAIN MANAGER 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Brad Carpenter and I am 
your new Mountain Manager here at Cheeseman Ski 
Area. It has been a great transition for me from the 
Ski Patrol/Snow Safety Manager role at Porters to my 
new role here and I am really enjoying the new 
position, the mountain and especially the people.  
What a great place Cheeseman Ski Area is! 
 
We managed to get the hill open on Saturday July 15 
after a lot of hard work by our amazing staff. There 
was a lot of snow to shovel, stores to sort out, road to 
be cleared and slopes to be groomed but we all pulled 
together and got it done. Opening day had its 
challenges with T-bar issues and an internet crash but 
it sure didn’t seem to faze any of the staff or the 
public. Who wouldn’t have a good time on a bluebird 
powder day? It was great to see a full car-park and 
hundreds of smiling faces. 
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Opening day car park! 
 

 The t-bar and internet issues were eventually sorted 
out thanks to some amazing staff and clubbies. A big 
thank you to all who lended a hand! 
 

 
Sorting the T bar issues 
 

The rest of the week has breezed along nicely and 
our first ski week went great. We are poised to receive 
a good dumping of snow in the next two days and we 
hope this will give us a nice top up on the hill. We 
have a good base in many areas and the upper 
mountain has been skiing very well. That said the 
repair shop has been very busy fixing skis that 
unfortunately hit some of the many rocks lurking 
about. The forecast is calling for another 50-60cm of 
new snow so things should be improving soon 
hopefully. 
 
A big thank you to the folks who have introduced 
themselves and assisted with questions and other 
things. I am gradually ticking along and figuring out 
the lay of the land here at Cheeseman and I really 
appreciate any suggestions and advice folks may 
have. Please feel free to poke your head into the 
Snowline Office or find me on the hill and have a chat.  
Myself and the rest of the staff look forward to seeing 
you up the hill soon. 
 
Cheers   Brad 
 

 

Junior (Grom) Training 
 

This will start next Sunday (30 July), conditions 
permitting  
 
Go faster, higher, bigger and better than before and 
have FUN learning how! 
 
Once again Cheeseman will be running Sunday 
Training for 6-16 year olds.  It includes: 
 

 2 hours of group instruction (Sundays 1.15 – 

3.15pm) run by a qualified ski or snowboard 

instructor. 

 A developmental programme aimed at improving 

skill, technique and confidence. 

    Building a fun team atmosphere of members’ 

children and friends. 

 Running every Sunday (weather and snow 

permitting) from 31 July until end of the season 

 Bookings for the programme are to be made by 

11am each Sunday.  

 All participants must be able to ride Main T Bar 

independently  

  Book in for every week. Join the team and 

improve your skills and thrills. 

Cost:  
  

   Cheeseman Grom session $30 members 
$40 non-members  
 
 

Please book at the ticket office by 11am each 
Sunday morning. 
 
 Contact Alan Hinman alan@awesome.kiwi 
 Ph. 022 604 0894  for more info. 

 
 
NEWBIE PASS DEAL 

 
Smoking Hot Pass deal for new member & season 
pass holders! 
 
My #1 Seasons Pass 
This introductory offer allows you to enjoy early bird 
prices. Valid for new season pass holders only. 
Return season pass holders, current rates apply.  For 
more information go to: 
http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz/newbie-pass-deal/     
 
My #1 Member Or Family Pass 
 This awesome introductory offer allows you to enjoy 
all the benefits of full membership including fantastic 
savings on accommodation AND as an additional 
perk, we will waive your work party requirements for 
the first year.   For more information go to: 
http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz/newbie-pass-deal/  

mailto:alan@awesome.kiwi
http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz/newbie-pass-deal/
http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz/newbie-pass-deal/
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CANTERBURY PRIMARY & 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL SKI RACE 
CHAMPS - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Calling all club members…We need volunteers to 
help with the Primary & Intermediate School Ski Race 
Champs. This is our biggest club event, and a great 
day to show the rest of Canterbury what Cheeseman 
is all about.  
Club volunteers are needed for all parts of the day:  

 helping fit chains on the access road 

 car park attendants 

 course inspection (taking racers down the 
course before the races begin) 

 directing traffic at the unloading area 

 pre-preparing registration packs 

 registration desk 

 course marshalls 

 race starters 

 spotters (checking that racers go through all 
gates; notifying any disqualified runs) 

 finishing gate (watching the end of the race; 
informing any racers who need to re-run) 

 runners (carrying messages between on-
mountain and Day Lodge) 

 loading T-bars 

 working in the cafe 

We need all hands on deck to make it a smooth day. 
Think about whether you can come for race day, 
Sunday 20th August, or even better come up 
Saturday for an enjoyable evening and an early start 
on Sunday (postponement date is the following 
Sunday, 27th August). Accommodation is available for 
club helpers at Forest Lodge.  
 
Working for the day at the P&Is can be credited to 
next year's work party days as required for 
membership, or if you have more than the required 
days, the extra work will turn into Vouchers to be used 
for lessons, accommodation, lift passes for mates, 
etc. 
 
If you can help, please contact the P&I organising 
team at gini.mcintosh@canterbury.ac.nz. If you have 
a preference for a particular task, let us know; we will 
try to accommodate your preference. We look forward 
to a successful day, and will enjoy working alongside 
lots of clubbies to make it a good one! 
 
Thanks so much. 
  
Ngā mihi 
Gini 

 
 
HEATERS INSTALLED IN WOMEN’S BATHROOM 
With great support from Devi Heating Ltd, David 
Brittan and Dean have installed four new Devi electric 
heater panels in the bathroom. They mount on the 
ceiling and spread a low intensity warmth throughout 
the room, or so the users are commenting. The 

installers are waiting for invitations to the showers to 
share the experience! 
 
The old lights were in the way and in wrong places so 
there are now new LED lights positioned in some 
important places so you can see yourself in the 
mirrors, see where to clean the showers etc.  
 

 
 
You may also notice a red LED ceiling light which in 
time will be wired up automatically to come on at 
10pm, thus indicating "quiet time" has arrived. Before 
I get any more jokes about the women’s red light 
district, the long term plan is to install red lights in the 
corridors and men’s bathroom as well. Why 
red...they’re used in submarines for night vision.  
 
Sorry guys, you'll have to make do until summer and 
then it’s our turn too! 
Dean 
 

 

HOLIDAY 2 SKI WEEK REPORT 
 

 
 
Holiday 2 ski weekers arrived on the mountain feeling 
very fortunate for the recent snowfall that allowed the 
mountain to open…we had watched nervously 
knowing the previous ski week and scheduled 
mountain opening had been cancelled due to lack of 
snow.  
And a great week was had by all! 
Highlights included: 

 Superb nosh by new chef extraordinaire, John 
Walters 

 Quiz night with Quizmasters Daniel and 
Baxter Williams, and teams very capably led 
by our older teenaged club members: Axel 
Tritt, Rob Hayes, Josh Cox, Jayden 

mailto:gini.mcintosh@canterbury.ac.nz
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Rosborough, Stella McGuinness, Jemima 
Heyward, Luke Grierson, Hamish Sadler and 
Otis Williams. Some of us knew a lot and 
some of us learned a lot including: the 
combined age of this year’s Cheeseman staff 
is 537 years; 11 of our 16 staff members have 
worked at Cheeseman before;  and we had 
differing ideas about what is the second 
longest river in the world. 

 

 Advanced kids ski lessons with rentals-guy-
and-sometimes-freestyle-ski-instructor, Andy 
Wilson teaching all the teenagers to spin 
around and jump off and over things! 
Everyone was 180-ing and some even 360-
ing by the end of the week! 

  

 
 

 After a mostly inside day while ski patrol and 
snow safety staff completed avalanche 
control and trouble-shooting electrical 
mysteries on the main T-bar, everyone hitting 
the slopes to enjoy the fresh powder for an 
hour in the late afternoon on Saturday 

  

 

 Playing many games – Pandemic, 
Bananagrams, Evil Snap, Cheat, Risk 

 Streaming the new season Game of Thrones 
episode in the Day Lodge Cinema (R16, after 
usual bedtime) 

 Getting together with old friends and new 
members, including five Wellington families 
and two Tasmanian families (one with three 
generations staying on the mountain) new to 
Cheeseman ski weeks 

 Club member Brian Hildreth joining with staff 
James, Paul, Cait and Brian to save the day 
by isolating an electrical fault and getting the 
T-bar up and running again 

 Morning muffin-making sessions on a no 
skiing morning 

 Ski tuning tutorials, with a strong emphasis on 
pitex! 

 Crochet and knitting tutorials for some 
converts 

 
Robbie Lowe learning how from Gini 
 

 A well-run week with superb Hut Dad-ship by 
Daniel Williams resulting in a clean and 
pleasant lodge environment with people 
stepping up to help out 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

 
Dean & pre season  road repairs  

 

 
Opening day – Cheeseman’s super highway! 

 

 
Waiting patiently during T Bar repairs  

 

 
Open at last! 

 

Cheeseman Chat is edited and produced by Dave Hinman            
Ph. 0274 314 778  E. dave.hinman@ccc.govt.nz or  

chat@mtcheeseman.co.nz for the Management Committee of the 
Mt Cheeseman Ski Club Inc. 
 

   Thanks to Adrian,Sue & Luke Grierson, Margot Moller, Daniel 
Williams, Cam Lill, Ana Haase, Dean Johnston, Penny 
Hazard, Dave Hinman  for photos used in this edition. 

 
Fun in the snow 

 

 
And on the ice rink at Forest Lodge 

  

 
Meanwhile at the  top of the mountain.. 
 

 
Luke and Hamish on Mt Cockayne 

 

 
Sue starting Shamus Way 
 

mailto:dave.hinman@ccc.govt.nz
mailto:chat@mtcheeseman.co.nz
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      James – grooming in the café? 
 

 
               Johanna enjoying a break from ticket selling 
 

 
                      Another familiar face – Kate on café duty 

 
 
 

 
More snow -  Holiday 2 team clearing the decks 
 

 
 

 
Cheeseman heaven - above the clouds! 

 

 
And finally – big day on Sunday 23 July, with car park full to 
overflowing!  
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CLUB CONTACTS 
2017-18    

    
 

 
Patron 
Rob Gibson 
Ph   384 2536 

 
 
 
Management 
Committee 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Office and 
 Website 
 

                 
    
 
Mt Cheeseman Ski Club 

P O Box 22178  
Christchurch 8140 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:   
 

President  
Cameron Lill  
Ph. 021 104 0599  
cam@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Vice President 
William Fulton 
Ph. 0272 692 759  
william@frta.co.nz 

Vice President 
Dean Johnston 
Ph. (H) 942 5659 

dean.johnston@pioneerenergy.co.nz 
 

 Treasurer 
David Gibbons  
Ph. 021 676 347 

treasurer@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Committee 
Sue Alexander 
Ph.: (H) 942 5659 
 s.alexander@clear.net.nz 

 
Anthony Bown 
Ph: 027 452 2047 
 anthonybown@gmail.com 

Mat Darling  
Ph. 021 204 3798 
mat.darling@gmail.com  

Ana Haase 
Ph. (H) 03 981 3067 
marketing@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Alan Hinman  
Ph. 022 604 0894 

alan@awesome.kiwi 

Gini McIntosh 
Ph. (H) 942 9942 
 gini.mcintosh@canterbury.ac.nz 

Immediate Past President 
Paul Rogers 
Ph. 0274 400 867 
 paul.rogers@spireconsulting.co.nz 
 

Office Administrator  
Charlotte Bryden 
Ph. (03) 344 3247 
office@mtcheeseman.co.nz 
 

 
 Mt Cheeseman Ski Club Inc        P O Box 22178  Christchurch 8140 

 
Mountain Phone (03) 318 8794       Office Phone  (03) 344 3247 

Office Fax      (03) 344 3300  
     E-mail:      office@mtcheeseman.co.nz 

Mountain E-Mail: ski@mtcheeseman.co.nz            
            Website:  http://www.mtcheeseman.co.nz 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/MtCheesemanSkiArea  
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